98            FAREWELL,   FRANCE!
it carried no appeal to the man in the
street. Not a single film worth speaking
of was produced. A singular attempt was
made with a medley of cuttings from old
news-reels " From Lenin to Hitler" (to
words written by Andre Maurois); it was a
dismal affair. Most of the broadcast speeches
were similarly boring, some were stark,,
gaping failures.
The reason for all this was certainly not
mere lack of talent or of good-will. The
reason lay deeper. It was the disinclination
of the French bourgeoisie to embark upon
an " ideological war" against Fascism.
Hitler was to be treated as a nasty fellow
disturbing the comfort of a well-ordered
world; any criticism of this world was
anathema. Nothing was to be said of the
tremendous impact of social forces which is
shaking our civilisation. The ideals of liberty
were to be served up in a conventional form
as they had been preserved and diluted
through seventy years of a respectable bour-
geois republic. The children were not to
know that history progresses through fright-
ful shocks and that communities, like men,
are born in spasms and blood and sharp,
piercing pains.
It cannot be said too strongly nor repeated